JUDY NIEMEYER FALL 2013 RETREAT – HOW DO THESE RETREATS WORK?

Retreat check-in begins at 3pm.  Many students arrive on their own schedule throughout the afternoon and evening.  Attendees are invited to get to know each other and settle in during this time.  You are welcome to set up your sewing machine and sew during this time as well.   It is your responsibility to arrange for your own dinner after check-in.   There are several dining spots in Kennebunk to explore.

Class officially begins the next morning.  Judy and Brenda are typically ready to start by 9:00 am. (breakfast is typically served from 7 – 9).  Judy and Brenda will spend each of the 4 days working with attendees conducting formal demos, doing one on one coaching, arranging short lectures and trunk shows.  It is typical that you will find Judy and Brenda working after dinner and into the early evening with students, as teaching is a passion they share equally!   Both also enjoy the opportunity to socialize and this is an opportunity for Judy to share with students, some of her stories around her business success and her favorite family moments, as Quiltworx remains a family-oriented business.

Please don’t forget to bring your Judy Niemeyer quilts!   We will certainly want to feature our very own show and tell for Judy at some point during the 4 days.

Everyone is welcome to keep their own sewing schedule while at the retreat center.  If you are an early riser, you are welcome to take advantage of the sewing room as soon as you wake up.  There are also many attendees that sew well into the night!  

You are required to bring at least one project ready to start sewing on.   The pre-cutting on many of Judy’s patterns takes quite a bit of time and space.  While there are cutting stations available, there are not enough for all students to cut out their fabrics at the same time.  This also allows Judy to get everyone started sewing right away.  She can then focus on questions, demos, and teaching technique much faster.  You are welcome to choose any of Judy’s patterns to work on.  Many retreat attendees also choose to bring a couple different projects to work on, especially if they have questions on projects and would like Judy’s insight.

The retreat center provides ironing board and irons.   You will need to bring your own cutting mats, and other supplies that you typically need when you are paper piecing.   You know what they are, and if you don’t, please ask the Retreat Lead for clarification.

 Check-out time for your room on the last day (Sunday) is 11am.   We will continue in the classroom until around 2 or 3pm. 

Typically meals are as follows:

Breakfast 7 – 9

Lunch 12 – 1

Dinner – TBD (around 5 or 6)

The retreat center typically has a pot of coffee brewing, tea and water available at all times during the day.   You are also welcome to bring your own drinks and many rooms have small refrigerators.

If you have any food allergies or special food requirements, please identify those to the Retreat Lead prior to booking your space for the retreat.  The facility is not a full service restaurant and they are restricted in what they can accommodate.  The Retreat Lead would rather check on your needs to determine whether they can be accommodated prior to you submitting your deposit, which is non-refundable.   This holds true for any other special physical needs, as the facility does not have elevators and attendees must be able to either climb stairs or determine whether a first floor room is available.

If you have any other questions, please direct them to your Retreat Lead.

Your Retreat Lead is Brenda Hall, 9 Conner Lane, Newfields, NH, 03856.   Contact email is brendahallj@me.com and phone is 603-553-5663.

